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our aims 


Ts survey, to be published every other month, intends to record, document and analyse 
world-wide manifestations of racial and religious prejudice and to provide information 
about positive educational and legislative counter-measures. 

Patterns of Prejudice is a publication of the Institute of Jewish Affairs which was 
founded by, and works in association with, the World Jewish Congress for the purpose of 
studying the conditions in which Jews, like all groups, may live in freedom and equality, able 
to make their contribution to human society at large and to foster the culture and tradition 
of their own, unmolested by ill will and calumny and undisturbed by disctimination or per- 
secution, The type of prejudice with which it is primarily concerned is naturally, therefore, one 
that affects Jews particularly: antisemitism. 

However, Jews do not live in isolation. They are part of mankind. Clearly, therefore, 
this survey cannot be limited to manifestatioris of antisemitism. Bias and discrimination on 
account of race, creed, colour or ethnic origin, against whomever it might be directed, is an 
issue that exercises the conscience of every Jew who is true to a tradition that gave the world 
its first code of ethics. Moreover, the psychological roots of any form of discrimination are 
usually identical with those of anti-Jewish prejudice. 

This survey will also report on the activities of what is often termed the “radical Right”. 
This does not mean that the “radical Right” is necessarily equated with, or accused of, anti- 
semitism or even racialism in the wider sense, But contemporary history shows that there 
is at least @ potential link between antisemitism and “radical Right” philosophy. In its 
manifestations, political antisemitism, although it feeds on racial and religious prejudice, 
really seeks to reverse a general order of progress of which Jewish emancipation is only 
one facet. In the same way, tendencies to stem human progress towards political and social 
democracy, unconsciously and often unwillingly, prepare the ground in which the seeds of 
anti-Jewish prejudice grow. 

It is, therefore, not a decisive consideration whether antisemitism is still a virulent 
force or, as is sometimes thought, has become negligible. If the latter, it would merely mean 
that the challenge to Jewish freedom is less conspicuous. As long as other variants of 
prejudice survive—and this can hardly be questioned at a time when racialism is rampant 
—the indivisible challenge to human freedom remains and includes, at least potentially, 
its antisemitic facet. 

Aware of its responsibility, this survey will painstakingly try to maintain and encourage 
a sense of balance and perspective. Reference to particular incidents or developments should 
not be interpreted to indicate that they are regarded as immediately dangerous. But while 
we must be careful not to exaggerate, we cannot afford to ignore manifestations of prejudice. 

This survey’s attention will not be confined to any one country. For what may be, or 
appear to be, insignificant in isolation, might have to be assessed very differently in an interna- 
tional context. It is such world-wide information that this survey wishes to provide. If in doing 
So it can influence attitudes and improve the climate for action against the evil of pre- 
judice, then it will have performed a service and fulfilled its purpose. 


